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History of the Boy Scouts of America 
 

The following history of the Boy Scouts 
of America was taken from a number of 
different sources. We found most of the 
information in an old troop box stuffed far 
beneath the school stage. We thought you 
might enjoy knowing how Scouting began in 
America.  Lord Baden Powell was referred to 
as B-P in the books, so that is how we left it. 
 

WOODCRAFT INDIANS AND THE 
SONS OF DANIEL BOONE 

While English boys were reading 
Baden-Powell’s book "Aids to Scouting" a 
man named Ernest Thompson Seton was 
buying a farm in Connecticut.  History was 
later to make a strange connection between 
these two events. 
 

Seton was an artist and writer and also 
an outdoorsman.  The books he wrote and 
the pictures he drew described wild animals 
and life in the Far West.  Now he planned to 
use his Connecticut farm for experiments in 
conservation of plants and wildlife.  As part of 
his program he put a high fence around the 
farm. 
 

Suddenly there was trouble where 
Seton least expected it. The boys in the 
neighborhood did not understand what he 
was doing.  All they knew was that he had 
fenced in land where they had hunted and 
fished. 
 

So they declared war.  They painted 
dirty words on his gate.  They cut his fence.  
They set fires in his woods.  
 

Seton tried to talk with the boys, but 
they were too angry to listen.  They cut more 
holes in his fence and set more fires. 
 

"Call the police," some of Seton’s 
friends said.  "Have the boys put in jail.  That's 
the only way to handle this." But it did not 

seem the right way to Ernest Seton.  He could 
remember how he had felt when he was a boy. 
 

One day he had an idea.  He went to the 
school and asked the principal if he would call 
together all the boys who were fourteen or older.  
Slowly the boys came into the room.  They 
expected an angry lecture.  Instead, Seton 
invited them all to come to his farm on Friday 
afternoon.  "Bring a couple of blankets." he said, 
''That’s all you’ll need.  I’ll have everything else 
ready.  You can swim in the lake, have supper 
around a campfire, and camp out like Indians for 
the weekend." 
 

The boys listened, wondering if this were 
some kind of trick.  Not one boy promised to 
come to the farm.  But no boy said he wouldn't. 
 

Seton thought perhaps ten or twelve 
boys might accept his invitation.  But by the 
middle of Friday afternoon not one single boy 
had shown up.  Seton kept waiting. 
 

At last they came, 41 of them.  They kept 
close together, not sure of what they were 
getting into. Quietly they followed Seton to the 
logs he had ready for the campfire.  Wide-eyed 
they looked at the Indian tepees he had built. 
Finally one boy asked, "May we go swimming?" 
 

Sure, Seton said.  And make some noise 
when you do it.  It’s not right for boys to be this 
quiet.  They realized he meant it.  Howling like 
Indians, they stripped off their clothes and raced 
for the lake. They rowed boats and fished and 
dived from tree limbs.  In one meal, they ate all 
the food he had bought for the weekend.  That 
was all right with Seton, and quickly he sent to 
town for more.  Finally, tired and well fed, the 
boys gathered around the campfire.  

Seton began to tell them stories about his 
life among the cowboys and Indians.  He told 
them about the hunt for the giant wolf, Lobo, 
who was so smart no one could trap or poison 
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him.  He told them about the chase of a wild 
mustang called the Black Pacer.  The 
mustang never galloped, he only paced, yet 
he was so fast and so powerful that, not even 
a team of men riding one horse after another 
could run him down.  He told them about the 
tricks that Indians used in buffalo hunting. 
 

Finally he asked, "Say, fellows, how 
should we set up this camp?  Do you want to 
do it any old way or do it real Indian fashion?"  
The boy shouted together “Indian fashion!" 
"All right," Seton told them.  "You’ll have to 
elect a chief, then make rules for the tribe. 
 

It was a wonderful, weekend.  But the 
fun did not end with that Sunday night.  Week 
after week the boys came back to Seton’s 
farm.  They learned woodcraft and the ways 
of the Indians.  They came to know all the 
birds and animals.  How the crows taught 
their young, and the cunning of foxes. 
 

No longer did the boys cut holes in 
Seton’s fence or set fire to his woods.  When 
they left a campfire, they put it out and 
cleaned around it so well no one could tell 
they had been there. 
 

In some of his magazine articles, 
Ernest Thompson Seton wrote about his 
Woodcraft Indians, as he called them.  He 
told how other boys could form groups.  Soon 
bands of Woodcraft Indians began to be 
formed all over the United States.  
 

Ernest Thompson Seton was not the 
only American working at this time to bring 
boys and the outdoors together.  Another was 
Daniel Carter Beard. 
 
 

Like Seton, Dan Beard was both an 
artist and a writer.  He had spent most of his 
life outdoors, and he looked it.  He was a 
small, lean man with leathery, wrinkled face 
and twinkling eyes that looked as if he were 
just about to tell a funny joke.  But about boys 

and the outdoors he was very serious. In 1905 
he wrote a magazine article addressed to boys 
all over the country. In it he said: 
 

"I propose that we form a society to be 
called "The Sons of Daniel Boone.”  Both 
American and Canadian boys will unite in one 
brotherhood to protect our brothers in fur, 
feathers, scales, and bark. 
 

"Our object will be: the study of 
woodcraft, Outdoor sports, and fun, along with 
serious work to save and protect our native wild 
plants, birds and beasts. 
 

“. . .  We will call each branch of the club 
a ‘fort’.  Each fort will be named for a famous 
American who loved the outdoors . . .” 
 

"The leader of each fort will be called 
'Dan Boone’ instead of ‘president.’  The 
secretary will be ‘Davy Crockett,’ the treasurer 
will be ‘Kit Carson.” 
 

"Each fort must have an old unloaded 
gun for a Tally Gun.  It need not work.  It need 
only have a stock and barrel.  The pioneers kept 
records by notches cut in the stock of their guns.  
The forts will keep records of their good deeds 
in protecting forests and wildlife by cutting 
notches in their gun stocks." 
 

Dan Beard got famous generals and 
admirals and naturalists to help with his boy’s 
clubs.  He got Buffalo Bill to help.  He even got 
President Theodore Roosevelt, all these men 
were anxious to bring American boys and the 
outdoors together.  Soon the Sons of Daniel 
Boone became the biggest boy’s club in 
America. 
 

In many ways the Sons of Daniel Boone 
and the Woodcraft Indians were alike.  There 
were also some smaller clubs for boys 
interested in woodcraft and conservation. But 
they had no close connection with one another. 
Nor was there any tie between these boys in 
America and those in England who were writing 
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is Baden- Powell about scouting That tie 
would come in a very strange way. 
 

THE BOY SCOUTS ARE FORMED 
The largest club for boys in England 

was called the Boy's Brigade.  It was a military 
type of club founded by William Smith. The 
boys drilled like soldiers.  When General 
Baden-Powell returned as a hero from South 
Africa. He was asked to review a Boy’s 
Brigade parade.  Afterward B-P praised Mr. 
Smith for "doing a wonderful work."  
 

"But I think it would be more fun if the 
boys had other things to do besides drill," he 
added “Why don’t you teach then scouting?"  
"Why don’t you teach them?" Mr. Smith 
asked.  “Many of them have read your Aids to 
Scouting.  Some of them know it by heart" 
The General frowned.  "I wrote that book for 
soldier's, for men at war."  "Then write one for 
boys at peace." 
 

"I just don’t have time."  This was true.  
Besides doing his job with the army, B-P was 
responding to lecture invitations from all over 
England. 
 

Even so, he could not stop thinking 
how important it was that boys learn scouting.  
This would be scouting for Peace, not war, he 
thought.  It would help boys grow strong and 
alert.  It would teach them the value of 
preserving the woods and streams and 
natural resources of the nation. Working with 
boys to promote peace and conservation, he 
thought, could be an even more important 
service to his country, than being a general in 
the army. 

The more Baden-Powell thought about 
this idea, the more important it seemed, He 
began to make notes on how such a club or 
group of clubs could be formed.  He noted the 
kind of uniform the boys could wear and the 
club laws they could have. 
 

Then one day he received a book by 
Ernest Thompson Seton called "The Birch-

Bark Roll of Woodcraft Indians."  In it Seton told 
about how American boys formed "gangs" of 
Woodcraft Indians, about the games they 
played, and about the Indian lore they practiced. 
 

B-P was very much impressed.  He wrote 
to Seton: “It may interest you to know that I had 
been drawing up a scheme with a handbook to 
it for the education of boys as scouts - which 
curiously runs much on the line of yours.  So I 
need scarcely say your work has a very special 
interest for me." 
 

Later, when Seton visited England, the 
two men met.  Both were writers and artists. 
Both were outdoorsmen. And both had a great 
interest in boys. Almost at once they became 
good friends. 
 

The two men met only once before Seton 
went back to America.  But now the idea for a 
club that would teach boys about scouting was 
taking final shape in B-P’s mind.  To try out 
these ideas, he decided to take a group of boys 
camping. 
 

The place B-P chose was a wooded 
island called Brownsea, just off the coast of 
England. The boys he selected were a mixed lot 
indeed. Some were rich, some were poor; some 
were educated, some were not, some had 
traveled all over the worlds, some had never 
been away from home.  It was B-P’s purpose to 
see how such different boys would get along, 
living closely together in camp. 
 

The boys did not know the purpose of the 
camp, and they did not care.  They knew they 
were going with General Baden-Powell, the 
hero of Mafeking and that was enough.  
 

They arrived at Brownsea on July 29, 
1907, and stayed until August 9.  They learned 
to track animals and to signal to one another 
across the lake.  They learned to pitch tents and 
to build fires and cook outdoors.  They all got 
along well together and had the time of their 
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lives.  It was, though none of then knew it, the 
first Boy Scout camp in history. 
 

B-P left Brownsea more convinced 
than ever of the importance of scouting.  He 
took time from his other work to write a book 
called “Scouting for Boys.”  He told how boys 
could learn 'scoutcraft' on their own, how they 
could go into the woods to practice scouting, 
and how they could form patrols for 
themselves.  
 

At first B-P thought scouting would be 
a part-time activity of groups such as the 
Boy's Brigade.  But throughout England boys 
wanted to be scouts and nothing else.  By the 
hundreds, and then by the thousands, they 
formed their own patrols.  Some of them had 
men for scoutmasters; some had no leaders 
at all.  They wrote to B-P for advice and to the 
scouting magazine he had started. The letters 
came in a flood.  
 

Finally B-P resigned from the army so 
he could give his full time to this new and 
amazing "army" of boys that was now called 
the Boy Scouts. 
 

All this happened in England, where 
many boys were attracted to Scouting 
because of the fame of General Baden-
Powell.  In the United States most boys had 
never heard of the General or of the Boy 
Scouts either.  American boys belonged to 
the Sons of Daniel Boone, the Woodcraft 
Indians, and other groups.  Yet all these 
groups were destined to become Boy Scouts.  
The story starts with one foggy night in 
London, England. 
 

HOW SCOUTING CAME TO 
AMERICA 

It was late autumn, 1909.  In London 
the fog was so thick that lighted windows 
could be seen only a few feet away.  Street 
corners vanished in the gloom, buildings 

seemed to waver with the mist, barely visible 
one moment, gone the next. 
 

“May I help you, sir?"  Boyce turned to 
look at the person who had spoken.  It was a 
boy; he could see that much.  “I’m trying to find 
my hotel," Boyce said, "But I don’ t know which 
way to go."  “What is the name of the hotel?"  
Boyce told him.  "This way," the boy said.  
Together they moved off through the fog.  
"You're a stranger in London, sir?"  "I'm an 
American."  "I thought so, by your accent.  
Here’s your hotel.  You were close to it already,"  
"Thank you," Boyce said.  He took a shilling from 
his pocket and held it toward the boy.  "No, 
thank you," the boy said, "I don’t want pay for 
doing a good deed.  I’m a Boy Scout."  "Boy 
Scout?" Mr. Boyce said. "What's that?" 
 

"One of General Baden-Powell’s Boy 
Scouts, sir.  You must know about the General."  
"I know about the hero of Mafeking," Boyce said.  
"But I never heard of Boy Scouts." 
 

The boy told him.  His voice was so 
eager, so excited, that William Boyce, sitting in 
his hotel room later, kept thinking about what he 
had heard.  Next day he called on General 
Baden-Powell.  He told the General about the 
boy who had helped him find his way through 
the fog.  "I don’t know who he was," Boyce said.  
"He never told me his name.  But he certainly 
interested me in this Boy Scout movement of 
yours." 
 

Baden-Powell told Boyce of the patrols 
being formed all, over England and how excited 
the boys were about Scouting.  The General 
was as excited as the boys, and very soon 
William Boyce was as excited as the General.  
 

When Boyce went back to the United 
States, he took with him a trunk full of 
information about Scouting.  Soon he had 
friends and businessmen interested in such a 
movement.  He went to Washington to talk with 
government officials.  There he officially 
registered a new corporation. 
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Its name was Boy Scouts of America. 

The date was February 8, 1910. 
 

At first the Boy Scout movement in the 
United States was a sort of hit-or-miss 
organization.  Mr. Boyce was busy with his 
own work and had little time to give to 
Scouting.  Many boys heard about the 
movement and were eager to join, but they 
did not know how to go about it.  Some of 
them wrote to their YMCA’s for help. 
 

One of the YMCA officials was a man 
named Edgar Robinson.  He began to get 
letters from boys all over the country.  They 
asked, "What are the Boy Scouts? How can I 
join?" The YMCA could not help them, so Mr. 
Robinson went to call on William Boyce. 
 

"The Boy Scouts need a good central 
organization," Boyce said, "But I don’t have 
the time to give to it.  What we really need is 
a lot of important people to help.” 
 

“I’ll see if I can line up some 
leadership," Robinson said.  He called a 
meeting of men he knew were interested in 
helping boys.  Among them were some of the 
most important men in the country.  There 
were newspaper and magazine publishers, 
teachers and businessmen.  
 

There were also Ernest Thompson 
Seton, who had started the Woodcraft 
Indians, and Dan Beard, who headed the 
Sons of Daniel Boone.  Each of these men 
was, naturally very much interested in his 
own group.  But they both knew that it would 
be best for the boys to have one truly strong, 
nationwide organization.  So without 
hesitation Seton and Beard agreed to merge 
their groups with the Boy Scouts.  In the new 
organization Seton was named Chief Scout.  
Dan Beard was one of three National 
Commissioners.  
 

Seton and Beard had other jobs to do, 
and so did everyone else at the meeting. These 
men could volunteer only part of their time. Yet 
they knew that to organize the new movement 
properly, a full-time leader of great, ability was 
needed.  William Boyce and several other 
wealthy men donated money to hire a man 
named James E. West. 
 

Jimmy West did not look like a man to 
lead Boy Scouts.  He was a cripple.  He no 
longer used crutches, but he walked with a limp.  
He was in pain much of the time.  But Jimmy 
West had learned to ignore pain in order to 
accomplish the things he set out to do. 
 

Jimmy West had been raised in an 
orphan’s home.  Small, sickly, he had been 
forced to work with the girls in the sewing room 
rather than with the boy’s outdoors.  But he 
worked without complaining. 
 

This was in the 1890’s when most boys 
left the orphanage to take regular jobs by the 
time they were sixteen.  Jimmy West said he 
wanted to go to high school.  To earn his way, 
he had to get up before daylight one day a week 
to work in the orphanage laundry.  He had to do 
more work in the afternoons and study late at 
night.  But he finished high school.  Then, to the 
amazement of everyone, he said he was going 
to college. 
 

He needed more money than he could 
make in the laundry.  He asked for a job in a 
bicycle shop.  The owner looked at Jimmy's 
crutches and shook his head.  "I need help,” he 
said. "But I need someone who can ride a 
bicycle.”  “If I learn to ride, may I have the job?"  
"Yes."  "May I borrow a bicycle?"  "Take that old 
one over there," The man said.  "You can't do 
much harm to it." 
 

When Jimmy West came back to the 
bicycle shop, his clothing was torn, his arm was 
skinned, and his nose was bloody.  But he could 
ride a bicycle, and he got the job. 
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Jimmy West went to college.  He went 
on to become a lawyer.  Because he liked 
boys and understood what it was to be poor, 
he worked to pass laws that would help poor 
children.  Once President Theodore 
Roosevelt told him, "You are one of those 
patriotic citizens to whom this country owes a 
peculiar debt of gratitude." 
 

This was the man who became the first 
Chief Scout Executive of the Boy Scouts of 
America.  Under his leadership Boy Scout 
troops were formed all over the United States.  
Important men volunteered to be 
Scoutmasters. 
 

As the movement grew, gradual 
changes took place in the organization.  Cub 
Scouting was added for the younger boys.  
Explorer, Sea, and Air Scouting were added 
for the older boys.  From the day of January 
2, 1911, when James E, West took over, the 
Boy Scouts of America continued to grow. 
 

Years later some people would argue 
over who started the Boy Scouts, was it 
Baden-Powell?  Dan Beard or Ernest Seton?  
William Boyce or Edgar Robinson or James 
West? 
 

To all these men the question was 
unimportant.  Each one of them gave the 
same answer, "It doesn't matter who started 
the Scouts" they said.  “What matters is the 
boys themselves and what is best for them.  
Once when Baden-Powell was visiting 
America, he said:  "I am sometimes called 
"The Father of Scouting."  But the truth is, I 
am one of its many, many uncles. 

In England the first Wolf Cub's 
Handbook was published in 1916.  Use was 
made of the Mowgli stories from The Jungle 
Books. The Wolf Cub scheme takes full 

advantage of the imitative and play-acting 
instincts of the small boy.  B-P saw that, just as 
the love of the gang could be utilized in training 
boys of Boy Scout age, so the love of "lets 
pretend" could be turned to good account in 
training the younger boys.  The story of Mowgli’s 
life in the jungle provides just the imaginative 
setting to capture the young Boy’s love of 
pretence as well as his love of animals.  He can 
see himself as Mowgli; the Pack takes on a new 
meaning; the Jungle becomes his world of 
fantasy.  All that is not surprising, and it would 
be what we should expect after telling any small 
boy a good tale about animals.  What is 
surprising is how these particular stories seem 
an inexhaustible mine of ideas and suggestions.  
The obvious use of the tales is as material for 
play-acting, but some incidents lend themselves 
to formalized performance as dances that 
provide disciplined movement and natural 
physical exercise.  They suggest, too, some of 
the simple ceremonies of the Pack, such as the 
Howl.  For the Cub learning to do things 
becomes a reproduction of Mowgli’s training by 
Bagheera and Baloo under the leadership of 
Akela "the great, gray, lone wolf."  So too, 
innumerable games and other plays can be 
enjoyed in this jungle land.  The first Wolf Cub 
Handbook printed in America was in 1930, 
which is the year Cub Scouting began here. 
 

Between February 8, 1910 and February 
8, 1911 there were 55,000 Boy Scouts in 
America.  By 1930-20 years after the BSA’s birth 
-- there were 650,000 Boy Scouts in our country. 
They were soon joined by their younger brothers 
because that was the year Cub Scouting began.  
Five years later the BSA went over one million. 

 
"Scouting should be a Game with a Purpose." 

                                                     B-P 
  

 

MEMBERSHIP AND UNITS 
Membership since 1910 totals more than 110 million. As of December 31, 2001, 
membership was: 
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Youth Members Adult Members Units 

Tiger Cubs              276,090 
Cub Scouts             980,435 
Webelos Scouts      786,833 
Boy Scouts             934,852 
Varsity Scouts          70,539 

Venturers                276,434 

Lone Scouts                  321 
Total Youth          3,325,504 

Cub Scout leaders      562,958 

Boy Scout leaders      513,262 

Varsity Scout leaders   24,423 

Venturing leaders         62,282 

Council Scouters          53,305 

Total Adults             1,216,230  
 

Cub Scout packs     54,148 

Boy Scout troops     44,463 

Varsity Scout teams  7,962 

Venturing crews      19,283 

Total units             125,856 

 

 

 
 

CUB SCOUT UNIFORM COSTS - YESTERDAY AND TODAY  
 

ITEM / YEAR  1939 1965 1995 2002 

Cap  $ .75 $ 1.25 $ 7.75 $11.50 

Pants - Regular $ 1.65 $ 4.10 $24.95 $30.00 

Neckerchief  $ .35 $ .55 $ 3.87 $ 4.40 

Belt  $ .50 $ .60 $ 4.60 $ 6.15 

Neckerchief Slide  $ .10 $ .25 $ 1.65 $ 2.20 

Socks  $ .50 $ .50 $ 3.95 $ 4.40 

Shirt - Long Sleeve  $ 1.65 $ 3.25 $20.60 $25.55 

Community Strip  Unknown $ .15 N/A N/A 

State Strip  Unknown $ .06 N/A N/A 

Unit Numeral - Each Unknown $ .05 $ .48 $ .80 

Den Numeral  Unknown $ .12 $ .80 $1.20 

Council Patch  N/A N/A $ 3.00 $ 4.30 

World Crest  N/A N/A $ 1.05 $ 1.20 

Cub Scout Handbook  $ .20 Unknown $ 3.50 $ 4.95 

TOTAL  $ 5.50 $10.88 $ 72.70 $97.45 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF BSA HISTORY 

 
1902 Woodcraft Indians founded by Ernest Thompson Seton  
1905 Sons of Daniel Boone started by Daniel Carter Beard  
1906 Boy's Clubs Founded  
1907 Brownsea Island experiment  
1908 Scouting For Boys published in England 
1910 Boy Scouts of America founded Feb. 8 
 First BSA camp held at Silver Bay, Lake George, NY 

BSA National Scout Office opens in New York with 7 employees  
1911 Handbook For Boys published in America 

Scout Oath, Law, Signs, Salute, motto, and badges adopted  
1912 BSA begins publishing Boys' Life magazine 

First national Good Turn (promotion of safe and sane 4th of July) 
Sea Scouting (now Sea Exploring) begins 
First Eagle Scout awarded to Arthur R, Eldred of Rockville Centre, NY 
Scouts enrolled from all 48 States in the nation 

1913 First local councils chartered 
Scouting Magazine created  
Handbook For Scoutmasters published  

1915 First merit badge pamphlets issued 
Order of the Arrow founded in Philadelphia 
The Lone Scouts of America organized by William Boyce 

1916 Federal Charter granted by Congress on June 15 
BSA constitution and by-laws adopted 

1917-18 Scouts give important service during World War I 
1920 First World Jamboree in Olympia, London, England attended by 301 American 

Scouts for a total of 8,000 Scouts from 34 countries. 
1923 International left handclasp adopted 
1924 2nd World Jamboree in Copenhagen, Denmark attended by 56 American 

Scouts for a total of 4,500 Scouts from 22 countries 
First badges awarded to physically handicapped Scouts 
First " Every Scout a Swimmer" campaign held 

1927 First major revision of Handbook for Boys 
National office moved to 2 Park Avenue in New York 

1929 3rd World Jamboree in Arrowe Park, Birkenhead, England attended by 1,300 
American Scouts for a total of 50,000 Scouts from 73 countries 

1930 Cubbing begins 
1933 4th World Jamboree in Godollo, Hungary attended by 406 American Scouts for 

a total of 26,000 Scouts from 46 countries 
1935 BSA membership passes one million 
 National Jamboree cancelled due to epidemic of infantile paralysis 
1937 First National Jamboree held in Washington D.C. Attendance 27,232 

5th World Jamboree in Vogelenzang, Holland attended by 814 American 
Scouts for a total of 29,000 Scouts from 54 countries 

1941-45 Scouts give important service during World War II 
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1942 First Blue and Gold banquet 
Long trousers and Scout cap introduced for Boy Scouts  

1945 Cubbing changed to Cub Scouting  
1947 Long trousers introduced for Cubs 

6th World Jamboree in Molsson, France attended by 1,151 American Scouts 
for a total of 24,000 Scouts from 38 countries  

1949 All forms of "Senior Scouting" for older boys combined into Exploring 
Scouts age limits lowered to 8 for Cub Scouts, 11 for Boy Scouts, and 14 for 
Explorer 

1950 2nd National Jamboree, Valley Forge, PA attendance 47,163 
1951 7th World Jamboree in Bad Ischel, Austria attended by 700 American Scouts 

for a total of 13,000 Scouts from 41 countries 
1953 3rd National Jamboree, Irving Ranch, CA, attendance 45,401 
1954 Webelos dens organized for 10 1/2 year-old boys to provide a bridge to Boy 

Scouts 
1955 First Pinewood Derby held 
1956 50th anniversary of the world Boy Scout movement celebrated 
1959 Bobcat pin introduced 
1965 500,000th Eagle Scout award presented 
1967 Updated Cub Scout program introduced. Lion rank discontinued, Present 

Webelos Scout program (with activity badges) begun  
1970 Project SOAR - long range conservation program - is started  
1971 Cub Scout promise drops “to be squareò and adds “to help other peopleò 
1972 National Eagle Scout Association founded 

New Scout Handbook removes outdoor skill requirements for 1st Class 
Improved Scouting program introduced  

1973 Washington, D.C. bureau established to represent National office 
Updated Cub Scout program introduced 

1975 Two-year "All Out for Scouting" program is started 
1976 Thousands of packs and troops take part in U.S. Bicentennial celebration  

Women allowed to become Cubmasters 
1977 National energy conservation campaign begins 
1978 Ninth edition of Boy Scout Handbook published - Outdoor skill reinstated for 1st 

Class rank 
1979 National Headquarters moved to Irving, Texas 
1980 50th anniversary of Cub Scouting 

New uniforms designed by Oscar de la Renta 
Fire destroys second floor of the National offices 
BSA membership is five million (Since 1910 more than 62 million Americans 
have joined) 

1981 10th National Jamboree, Fort A. P. Hill, VA, attendance 29,765 
1982 Tiger Cubs introduced for boys seven years old or who have completed 

Kindergarden.  Program includes Family Activity Book with seventeen BIG 
IDEAS shared with the Tiger and his Tiger’s Partner, new orange uniform shirt 
and iron-on tiger paws. 
The Cub Scout Leader Book published to replace five different leader books 
The 1,000,000th Eagle Scout registered 

1988 First Scouting For Food  
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1990 10th edition of Boy Scout handbook introduced 
1997 14th National Jamboree, Fort A. P. Hill, VA 
1998 Eleventh edition of Boy Scout Handbook published  

(Total printed since 1910 - 37,500,000) 
2001 First Tiger Cub Handbook introduced to include Tiger Trail and five Family 

Activities, Den Activities and Go See It and 50 Electives.  Similar to the 
advancement program for Wolf and Bears. Whereby a boy can earn a Tiger 
Cub badge. 
Tiger Den Leader position established. 

2002 The BSA Physical Fitness Award is established 
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WOLF CUB RANK (1930) 
 
Any Bobcat Cub, upon renewing and continuing to keep his Cub Promise and 
continuing the cooperation of his parents, may become a Wolf Cub upon meeting the 
following requirements to the satisfaction of his Cubmaster, assisted by his Den Chief: 
 
I. FLAG    The Cub HONORS "The Flag” 

1) Give the Pledge to The Flap; of the U, S. A.  
2) Show the respects due "The Flag." 
3) List the different nationalities and states represented in the "Den" families, 

and discover two things for which each country is noted. 
 
II. FEATS OF SKILL & SAFETY    The Cub can DO STUNTS 

1) Do a somersault, leap frog; with boys of own height, throw and catch a ball 
three times out of four at 45 foot distance, and "standing hop, step and 
jump" at least twice his height; OR in Swimming, keep afloat two minutes 
in water; OR the games part of achievement VI below; OR an approved 
Special feat, see page 71.  

2) Know and practice Street and Road Safety, especially helping younger 
children. 

 
III. STRENGTH    The Cub TAKES CARE that he may be STRONG 

1) Write the laws of cleanliness and tell why they should be followed for: a) 
teeth; b) hands--nails; c) eyes--ears; d) body, outside; e) body, inside; f) a 
cut in the skin 

2) Bring record of careful health examination 
 
IV. HOME     The Cub HELPS "a lot" 

1) The Cub helps at HOME. 
a) He keeps his own things in order, AND b) cheerily carries some regular 

home duties so as to bear his share as a member of the home circle. 
2) The CUB does his part in Church or School. 

He takes part with his home in the activities of church, synagogue, or 
parish OR Bring credit upon his home by a satisfactory, effort and 
attendance and deportment record in school, 

 
V. HANDICRAFT    The Cub MAKES Things 

1) Make some approved article of handicraft work, 
 
VI. COLLECTIONS OR GAMES    The Cub FINDS Things, 

1) Make one approved collection from list or its equivalent--stamps, stones, 
leaves, coins, insects, flowers, tags, plants, postcards, Indian relics, OR 
Know and show two "lone" and 3 backyard or street group games. 

 
VII. SCRAP BOOK    The Cub FOOT-PRINTS his own trail 

1) Keep a satisfactory Scrap Book, recording not less than 90 days of Cub or 
Den or School or Church or Home activities and. interests; use 
photographs or sketches where possible. 
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VIII. KNOTS    The Cub makes ROPE WORK FOR HIM, 

1) Show how to tie a package.  2) tie shoestrings.  3) tie four-in-hand and 
bow neckties.  4) rope a suitcase.  5) tie a square knot. 

 
IX. ELECTIVES    The Cub has FUN with HOBBIES 
X. 1)  SELECT AND DO FOUR FROM--Secret Codes, Make Believe, other  
XI. Handicraft, Radios Electricity, Model Boats, Air Craft, Farm & Home Tools,  
XIl. Things that Go, Simple Machines, Craft Gifts, Indian Crafts, Music, 

Drawings Heading, Nature, animals and Pets, Garden, Soils, Bachelor 
Cooking, Camping, Know your City, Safety, Special Electives 

 
 

BEAR CUB RANK (1930) 
 
Any Wolf Cub upon renewing and continuing to keep his Cub Promise and continuing 
the cooperation of his parents, may become a Bear Cub upon meeting the following 
requirements to the satisfaction of his Cubmaster; assisted by his Den Chief: 
 
I. FLAG    The Cub KNOWS "The Flag." 

1) Indicate the steps in the history of The Flag of the U.S.A. and sake a set of 
color sketches illustrating these steps. 

2) Draw or trace a world map showing in color those countries having Cubs. 
List principal historical spots of your community. 

 
II. FEATS OF SKILL & SAFETY    The Cub shows new FEATS 

1) Demonstrate "Push Up" from floor 4 times, and running broad jump at least 1 
1/2 times his height and running high jump at least 1/2 his height; OR know 
and demonstrate two new "lone” games and three new group games; OR 
swim 25 feet from "Jump-off." Any stroke; or an approved Special Feat. 

2) Know and practice the rules for Fire Safety and help younger children avoid 
fire hazards. 

 
III. STRENGTH    The Cub Keeps himself STRONG. 

1) Write the Eight Laws of Health and tell why they should be observed. 
2) What diseases call for quarantine in your community? Why? 
3) Bring evidence of annual health check-up and show progress in plan for 

remedying any defects shown. 
 
IV. HOME    The Cub is a WORKING MEMBER. 

1) He helps keep the home going; 
a) By keeping his own things in order AND by arranging for and regularly and 

cheerfully doing certain definitely agreed--upon home tasks. 
2) In church or school he continues to put forth his best effort toward a 

dependable record. 
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V. HANDICRAFT    The CUB can use his HANDS 
1) Make some approved article toy approved Handicraft work --whittling, carving, 

cabinet-work, metals, leather, pottery, clay, soap, reed, raffia, weaving, etc. 
 
VI. SCRAP BOOK    THE CUB buries happy times in HIS BOOK as he can re-enjoy 

them. 
1) Keep a satisfactory Scrap Book recording not less than 90 days of Cub or 

Den or School or Church or Home activities during the Bear rank year. 
 
VII. ROPES    The Cub makes ROPE useful. 

1) Show three ways of tying two ropes together, 2) how to use a tow rope, 3) 
also whip the ends of a rope and, 4) tie a Bowline. 

 
VIII. ELECTIVES    The Cub DIGS deeper into HOBBIES. 
IX. SELECT AND DO FIVE FROM--Secret Codes, Make Believes; either Handicraft,  
X. Radio, Electricity, Model Boats, Air Craft, Farm & Home Tools, Things that 

Go,  
XI. Simple Machines, Craft-gifts, Indian Crafts, Music, Drawing, Reading, Nature,  
XII. Animals and Pets, Garden, Soils, Bachelor Cooking, Camping, Know your City, 

Safety, Special Feats. 
 
 

LION CUB RANK (1930) 
 
Any Bear Cub, upon renewing and continuing to keep his Cub Promise, and continuing 
the cooperation of his parents, may become a Lion Cub upon seeing the following 
requirements to the satisfaction of his Cubmaster, assisted by his Den Chief. 
 
I. FLAG    The Cub learns HOW THE SCOUT shows respect to "The Flag." 

1) Show how to handle The Flag of the U. S, A. and when to fly it. 
2) Meet the Tenderfoot Scout Flag requirements. 
3) Write friendly letters to Cubs in some foreign land. 

 
II. FEATS OF SKILL & SAFETY    The Cub grows in SKILL. 

1) Show "Pull-up" or "Chinning" three times, and broad Jump 1 foot farther and 
high jump 3 inches higher than his Bear Cub requirement; OR Swim 50 feet 
from jump-off using an stroke and including back-stroke; OR in Rowing, show 
forwards, turn and back water strokes; OR Know and show four new games 
and lead "Den" in one; OR an approved Special Feat 

2) Know and practice the rules for Water Safety and help younger children 
practice safety. 

 
III. STRENGTH    The Cub watches to grow STRONGER, 

1) Show morning exercises, explaining the purposes of each, 
2) List three signals for each which should tell the Cub that he is having too little, 

or enough, or too much big-muscle activity. 
3) Bring record of health examination and the correction of remediable 

conditions. 



History of the Boy Scouts of America       October 2002 

14 

 
IV. HOME    The Cub does his part PLUS. 

1) He CONTINUES his home help and takes on at least one new task 
2) In Church or School he continues the relations begun and quietly seeks the 

chance to be of help to his institution. 
 
V. HANDICRAFT    The Cub MAKES useful things, 

1) Make two approved articles of Handicraft work--whittling, carving, cabinet-
work, metals, pottery, clay, soap, reed, raffia, weaving, leather, etc. 

 
VI. KNOTS    The Cub masters the TENDERFOOT SCOUT KNOTS. 

1) Show nine Tenderfoot Knots and 
2) Make simple Knot Board, showing all the Tenderfoot Knots. 

 
VII. OATH & LAW    The Lion Cub prepares TO BECOME A SCOUT, 

1) Understand, explain and learn the Scout Oath and Law, which he will later 
take as a Scout. 

 
VIII. ELECTIVES    The Cub learns to USE his HOBBIES. 
IX. SELECT AND DO FIVE FROM--Secret Codes, Make Believe, other Handicraft,  
X. Radio, Electricity, Model Boats, Aircraft, Farm & Home Tools, Things that Go,  
XI. Simple Machines, Craft-Gifts, Indian Crafts, Music, Drawing, Reading, Nature,  
XII. Animals and Pets, Garden, Soils, Bachelor Cooking, Camping, Know your City, 

Scrap Book. 
 
 
THESE ACHIEVEMENTS HAVE BEEN COPIED EXACTLY, INCLUDING 
CAPITALIZATION AND PUNCTUATION, FROM THE 1930 EDITIONS OF THE BOY' S 
CUBBOOK:  PART: I --WOLF RANK, PART II--BEAR RANK, PART III--LION RANK 
 
 
 
 
 

Originally brought to you through the courtesy of the 
Oakarro District Membership Committee (1980) 

Updated by North Star District, Pack 18, Oakdale Elementary School (2002)
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FAMOUS SCOUTS 
 

 
 

UNITED STATES 
Henry "Hank" Aaron - Baseball Superstar (Boy Scout)  
Bill Alexander - U.S. Representative from Arkansas (Eagle Scout)  
Gary Anderson - U.S. Representative from New York (Eagle Scout)  
Neil Armstrong - Astronaut & First Man On The Moon (Eagle Scout)  
Charles Bennett - U.S. Representative from Florida (Eagle Scout)  
William Bennett - Former Secretary of Education (Eagle Scout)  
Bill Bradley - Pro basketball star and U.S. Senator from New Jersey (Eagle Scout)  
James Brady - Former Press Secretary to President Reagan (Eagle Scout)  
Milton Caniff - Comic Strip Artist "Steve Canyon" (Eagle Scout)  
Bill Clinton - U.S. President (Cub Scout)  
Walter Cronkite - Journalist, T.V. commentator  
William Dannemeyer - U.S. Representative from California (Eagle Scout)  
William C. DeVries, M.D. - Transplanted first artificial heart (Eagle Scout)  
Arthur Eldred - (First Eagle Scout)  
Daniel J. Evans - Former US Senator and Governor from the state of Washington 
(Eagle Scout)  
Gerald Ford - 36th President of the U.S. (1st Eagle Scout to become President)  
Harrison Ford - Actor (Life Scout)  
Murphy J. "Mike" Foster - Governor of Louisiana (Eagle Scout)  
Bill Gates - Founder of Microsoft (Life Scout)  
Richard Gere - Actor  
David Hartman - Actor (Life Scout)  
Bruce Jenner - Olympic Gold Medal Decathlon (Cub Scout)  
John F. Kennedy - U.S. President  
James Lovell - Astronaut (Eagle Scout)  
Richard Lugar - U.S. Senator from Indiana (Eagle Scout)  
J. Willard Marriott - Jr., President, Marriott Corporation (Eagle Scout)  
Branford Marsalis - Jazz musician (Life Scout)  
Jim Morrison - Rock Legend (Boy Scout)  
Sam Nunn - U.S. Senator from Georgia (Eagle Scout)  
Merlin Olsen - Actor, Pro Football Player and Sportscaster (Boy Scout)  
Ellison Onizuka - Challenger Astronaut (Eagle Scout)  
H. Ross Perot – Self-Made Billionaire and Presidential Candidate (Eagle Scout)  
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J.J. Pickle - U.S. Representative from Texas (Eagle Scout)  
Samuel Pierce - Former Secretary of Housing & Urban Development (Eagle Scout)  
Eddie Rabbitt - Country/Western singer (Boy Scout)  
John Ritter - Actor  
Richard Roundtree - Actor (Boy Scout)  
Nolan Ryan - Pro Baseball Player  
Alberto Salazar - 3-time winner, NYC Marathon (Life Scout)  
Harrison Salisbury - Pulitzer Prize winning Author (Eagle Scout)  
John Schneider - Actor/Singer (Cub Scout)  
William Sessions - Former FBI Director (Eagle Scout)  
Howard K. Smith - Former ABC-TV commentator (Boy Scout)  
Steven Spielberg - Film Director/Producer (Eagle Scout)  
Mark Spitz - Olympic Gold Medal Swimmer (Cub Scout)  
James Stewart - Actor (Boy Scout)  
Wallace Stegner - Pulitzer Prize winning Author (Eagle Scout)  
James Stewart - Actor  
George Strait - Country/Western Singer (Cub Scout)  
Percy Sutton - Chairman of CBS (Eagle Scout)  
John Tesh - TV Celebrity (Eagle Scout)  
Joe Theisman - Sportscaster, former NFL player (Life Scout)  
Peter Ueberroth - Former Commissioner of Baseball (Cub Scout)  
Paul Winfield - Actor (Cub Scout)  
 

ASTRONAUTS 
 

ASTRONAUTS SCOUTING RECORD  
Of the 214 former and present astronauts, 142 have taken part in Scouting.  
 
EAGLE:  
Adamson, Armstrong, Bagian, Bluford, Bowersox, Brady, Carr, Carter, Chaffee, Covey, 
Creighton, Duke, Eisele, Fullerton, W. Gregory, Griggs, Hoffman, Jones, Lee, Lind, 
Llewellyn (King's Scout, U.K.), Lovell, McCulley, O'Leary, Onizuka, Oswald, Parazynski, 
Reightler, Searfoss, See, Tanner, Truly, D. Walker  
 
LIFE:  
Anders, Basset, Brand, Bridges, Casper, Cooper, Evans, Fabian, G. Gardner, Givens, 
Gregory, Kregel, Low, Mattingly, McArthur, Mitchell, D. Scott, Spring, Springer, Van 
Hoften, C. Williams  
 
STAR:  
Barry, Cameron, England, W. Fisher, Garriott, R. Gibson, Gordon, Grissom, Haise, 
Lounge, McNair, Stafford  
 
1ST CLASS:  
J. Allen, Bean, Clifford, Coats, Engle, Freeman, D. Gardner, E. Gibson, Hammond, 
Henize, Linnehan, Nelson, Overmyer, Schirra, Schweickart, W. Scott, Shepard, Veach, 
Worden  



History of the Boy Scouts of America       October 2002 

17 

 
2ND CLASS:  
Bolden, Buchli, Carpenter, Cernan, Culbertson, Mullane, Parker, Pogue, Shriver, 
Swigert, W. Thornton, White, Young  
 
TENDERFOOT:  
Aldrin, Bursch, Hawley, Lousma, McDivitt, Michel, Schmitt, S. Smith  
 
EXPLORER:  
O'Connor, D. Williams  
 
GIRL SCOUT:  
E. Collins, Davis, A. Fisher, Helms, Jernigan, Lawrence, Seddon, Sherlock, Sullivan, K. 
Thornton, Janice Voss, Weber  
 
CUB SCOUT:  
A. Allen, C. Brown, Conrad, Foale (Wolf, Germany), Gernhardt, Henricks, Leestma, 
Lopez-Alegria, McBride, Meade, Readdy, Rominger, Shepherd, Thomas, Thuot, Wolf  
 
RANK UNKNOWN:  
C. Brown, Bull, Clervoy, Garneau, Harris, James Voss  
 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Sir David Attenborough - Naturalist, TV Personality  
John Major - Prime Minister  
Paul McCartney MBE - Songwriter, Entertainer  
George Michael - Singer/Songwriter  
Sterling Moss OBE - Motor Racing Champion  
 

CANADA 
Rich Little - Impressionist & Actor (Queen's Scout) 
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Drawings from Early Scouting 
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